GEY, STERMAN'S GREAT EXPEDITION

——— -

Important and Splendid Suceesses,

Why Geperal Sherman FPailed to
Reach Selma.
T _

Immense Destruction of Rebel Property.

Seven Thousand Negroes Liberated,

The Seizure of Meridian Worth Fifty
Tillions to the Government,

- -

PITLER DEMOLITION OF ENTERPRISE
- ————————
Phe Terrible Rebel Conscription.
The Mcbile and Ohio Railroad Destroyed
for Fifty-8ix Miles,

A March of 400 DNiiles in 24 Days,

——————

Full Accounts from Cur Bpecial
Correspondents,

- -
Prom Gur Special Correrpondent.,
VICKaDTRG, Miss, March 4, 1584,

The late expedition of Gen, Sherman from
this priint Baving so largely lled the publie wind Norh,
and, 8o far a8 the Jonrnala which have reach®d here ind!
oate, bven o utterly und totally mizconcoived, it may
be jodiclons, perbaps, to state olearly whal was the ob |
ject of the nudertaking, and how large o messure of |
sveerms attended 1. 1

1t appears to sult the prrposns of the militury sotbor-
Nies bere. and the telearaph has doudtless pdvised yon
there, that the expedition has met with tho most satls
factory and compiete attainment of it parposes; his in
oot sccomplished il apd mere than oll, whick it pro-
poses] o do ppon setting out,

While gravting the Immense importance of its re-
sults, in pome respeots beyond what could bhave woa-
sonahly boen expectod of it, I aw. novertholess, com- |
poiled 1o deny that it has wehie e thint complite gue-
eess whleh Gen, Sherman aod (b gepouiated wih
him are disposed to claim for it. 1 em cerrainly curroct
in stuting that the nitimate destination was Selma,
Ala, where ihe Hebels bave a very importaat, if oot
shwir principal eoanee depor, manufactory of ammu. |
wition nnd army clothing, beside o large nceumulation
of sommisanry storcs, &¢. They hove ales, az Tlearn l
from o perfovtly trustworthy source, four lrop-elad gan-
Bocss huikding st this poing. Tt was expocted that the
vavalry foroe unler Swlhiby which left Memplis sbuut
the sauie Lhwe that Sherman's troops left Vieksbarg,
would forn o Jusctiva with the latier st Meridian, Thiz
ther fatled to do, and Benee that pars of the plan which
enbreced the taking of Selme was Far
the carrectnessof wy statemcnt in this matter T yen
fare to predict that you will have corroboretive evi-
Aence as oon aa Stmith's envalry return to Mesuphis du
Abeir adaitted fallore to unite with Sherman ss they

rhed.

While therofore denying to the General that com-
pletences in bis Iate achiovoment which e claims, Tam
wot by wny mnis disposed to dispute with Wm, sor be-
ltthe tho magnificent rosuits which he has sotualiy ef-
fretedd. Theae resnlts, moreover, Tam lncllned to belisve
wili become wore appreciated when other movements
alall have rendored thelr value, in o military sense, more
thoroughiy understood. Prosuming that your other |
earespondents bave glven you already the detells of
the sdvance of the army to Merldian, nad ity retore, 1
aball yot uodertuke to narrato fo o cupseeutive form the
inoidents of the expadition, but rather saek to suppls
wich as fn my opinton will wore elensly pletore to yoar
readers the results which have besn atrained,

Pt lttle Sghting took plaoe durlug the entire wash,
the most Important being eome tolerahly heavy ski. |
mishing which cocurrod in the vieinbty of Clinton, this
mido of Jackson, as the expedition was starting out, the
mmall s pusds of the cnumy, whoreser seen, prudently
withdrawing upon our ariillery being brought fute
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thicker thun ¢heaves in e harvest feld, aod reflceted vn
(Lo lorrgs o which this ruce had boon subjevted by
the foes whom we are fighting, T felt fuith 1o a God of
Justiee renewed in ey heart, und hope in the success of
our ennse rekindle to a brighter flame,

At Canten, which oo army visited but Hd naot 'mrn,
wo gncoceded I enpturing and destroging 17 Joco
wobives, Another was whbo destroyed at Meridian,
waking 18 in all, inflicting a los on the Confederates
which is of incalonluble value. It is o faot perhaps
known, bul will benr repestiog here, thul Grivrson's
raid lnst yoar through this State damnged the railioad
some forty miles north of Okolona to such an extent
that they have nover repaired nor andertakon to opa rate
it above that polat, 1 learn from un engineer who has
heon furced for two yoars past 1o run & locomative over
their roads, and who was enahled to get to onr lines
doring the late padd, that tes wiles per bour s ol hins
boen for somo niontha the mazinum speed attelnable by
thelr tralna.  The destruetion by Gricrson of pas.
senger oars n year ago has never beon made pood on
the roads, and lefs them alimost destitute of cais, even
before Sherman came in ow to give thetr Mislwippl
railroads this coup de grace.

1t is no news to state that the Confederites were put
to their wits' end to keep up the ordinary wear and tear
of thair ronds for the past yeor; it will therefore be the
mwore fully apparent how immensely imporiant & work
hus heen secomplishud by Sherman,  Advanelog to
within twenty milee of Meridian, he sent detechments
ten or fifteen milos berond that paint aud thirty or forty
worth snd scath to tear up the trook, destroy culveris
burn the depots, hridpes and tins, and render uanles by
bending the rails of the several reads diverglap from that
fnportant ral'fosd conter, Thly was dune and doi
elfociunily; so effectually, indved, a8 to plice it vut of
the power of the Kehels to pot those ronds in oparation
sgain during the continnance of the wor. Thix, thers
fore, we any one famitiny with the topography of Missie
il will v perevive. ot off the State fiom any
fusther milidiry veeapation by the Conliderate aray, It
s impasaible longer to maneuver or subsist an army
thero without possesalon of the river. Cuvalry may
s e down or sorors the Siate, Int with uil the strong,
hedde alonz the Missdssinpl River, we hold militars
ounteal of the entire State clfsctively and effectually.

When the news wis brought in to Shormng that the
Retwls hud shandoned Merldian witbout a blow, and
thint the destruction wius aw fait accomaii, ke i5 seid by
rewidnesss to have walked slently to and fro fn
ot mlnutes, mod then barst ont excitedly, * This s
wurth fifly millions to (ha Governisent,” The Rebuls
reamed, up wlmost to the Lt womwent, to Luve o gnrded
Mobile as the poins almed at, Farragats bombasdment
of Fort Powell serving to boep up the bupresson. |
mu warranted in sayiog that Sherman was sanguine
of his ubility to havo taken that city without diffiealiy,
wat had the object of his expedition permitted, wonld
Ho statea unhesitatingly that be fli
serely tempted to do wo as it was, end nothivg but the
Taut of its pessilily frusteatisg other anportant move-
ments wlready plauned preyented s undertaking it

Being ignorant of the eombinations hinted at, it seeris
to me to be a pity that he did not andertake ¢, for, from
all the informuation made publie, sud some rocelred
throuph private sources, 1t appears that she Molillang
were in the same frooe of mind of Capt, Soott's coon,
Balieving their fate fixed to fsll into onr beuds, they
wers guite roady to permit themslves to bo tikea
withont any very stoldorn reslstanca, At Moddiag,
the Confaderate anthorities had built or were constroot.
ing quite n considerable nomber of bulldings for Gov-
arnment we, Inclnding wackinesliops, quartennnsiers’
and commissury quarters, s baspltal eapable of accom-
modating 2,50 103,000 patlents, &v.  Thews, with the
town, were of conrse destroyed. We alvo burned every
depot and etntion along the Yine of the raliroad a2 fur oy
sur army ronched, the besutiful town of Ceston, es

| befure stited, belng spared.

At Enterprise, which wos sixtess m Fiems Twcdow Merid
ian, and ous of the most pestiferous nests thaf tho sun
whone vz in all the Hmits of Disle, wo fonnd o cunp of
parwied prisoners, being part of (e vid Viekslurg gar
rison, These men informed us that the Confudente
anthorities had leen forcing many of their nuuber fnte
the ey axein, telling them thoy bad bean exelinhg el
At one paint on eur macel, & Fabel post-ofties was cup-
turedl, ccntuinlng, anong others, i letter froim s priaterten]
Licutansnt who Liad thos been forced to serve and whe,
writing homn, expressed the apinion that they woull bo
driven inte Mobile and ocaln csptured by our armg.

poition, Large quustitics of cotton were fonnd and
destreyed while on onr wag out, some huded and some |
ot yet gioned, Both cotton and gins were placed
bevord the reach of affording tempiation to colto
speculstors of quostiopable loyalty,  On our relurn I
Bitthe, however, was molested. Ada general thlog in |
the roglon of conntyy passed over, the large plantors |
bl sbasduned the growth of thot frrmer sovorelgn |
staple under the prokibitory epnctmnt of the R-lwl.l!
Cangrens twao Joars ngy. Carn, however, wis inahnnd.
wace, and such corn ss wonld make the heartof 8 man |
glad. The cribs of this entire section were bursting |
with fatness, though our army leit those in s imme
diste w ko sbout sa offectually deplotod s Howell Colib
did the nationnl Treasury when he retired from its mai-
agezent ut the close of Mr. Huchanan's administration,
At Decatur o Jarge tan yard aod o vory consideratle
bot of cotion were destroyed, the town fteelf shuring
the same fate, Our bove were gulded 10 & quautiny of
eottou bidden in au obsgure locelity, near thia place, by
Mme negroes sequalnted with the fact, and indeed
everswliore the blacks testified unmixed dilight ut our
approach, froquontly weeting us with their wives and
ohildren, **toting” their lttdo all alung with them, uod
apparontly fully sutisfied of the sdvent of the * day of
fobilo. ' Repeatedly were [onr men advised of the Lid-
ing pleces of hoards of bucos, pork, Lume, stock, cnz-
Hapges, ele., the movements of Rebel military and
the whoreuhonts of oitigens fighting in the Rebel army,
It is in valn thnt the people have sought Lo Inspire them
with overson and terror of our Nortbern, especially
Yankee, soldiere.  They kuow better, and o spite of
the habit of vears to obey and bellove their masters,
they will not credit what they suy, but preferring to eul
bouwe: furever from the associations of youth and all of
home they know, throw themselves upon the aneertain
Sasnie of thelr wew condition with s fuith that is sublime,
From 4,000 to 7,000 of these peoplo socompanied the
triumphal rotorn of Slerman's expedition and T defy
say human belog with as moch feeling in his bosom as
even Lojree In Mre. Stow's linmartal story, to lovk*ou
wach o soene namoved. OWd men with the frosts of 90
yours upon thelr heads, men o the prlwe of manhood,
youth, and children thut could barelyfrun, women with
their bubies ut their broasts, girle with the blood of
$eond Southern mastors In their veins, old women, tot-
vering foobly along, leading from a land of incest and
bonduge posnessing borrors worse than death, children
and grandelildren, dear to them w8 our owu sous and
daggliers areto us, They came, many of themit is
true, with shont and careloss laughter, but silont toars
eoursod down muny & clisek—tears of thanklulnoss for
Cheir great dellvernoes, nud there were faces fn that
erowd which shone with a joy which cansed them to
Yook wimost inspired. Thoso may smile who will, but
the sory of the coming up of the children of Israel out
of the land of Egypt can never call up to my mind o
more profound emotion that the rememliyance of that
soene. The carnival]at Rowe with the featnstie cos

fumes of the populace pr hiog more varied and
promisenous than did the attire of this Inlercativg as-
semblage.

When I looked upom the long lane filing in through
voads wleng which oyr slaugbtered bpothers Le bgried

e expressed extrime despondeney at the proapts,
fourdng the worst possile prrmonnl conseenoes oy

I heine reesptured after a viclited perole, srd bringin

digrnnnt fi the extreme st the wantl of Goveruneul
foith which lad ploeed him i sl o painful e
dloament,

Enterprise, all aud slngular with its fuprovemonts,
public and private, its parcled camp and its comseript
camp, with its nssacdations, histargs, poetio, and Secesh
I bip—tecording b camp parlssco—wiped sut,

The state of fooling and the condition of the prople
n the gectlon travelsd through ere indescribable, The
hitterniesy which hita marked this struggle on the pure
of the Southers prople can scureely e sald to be Jos
senod—in many cases it 18 fntensified, accompanied by
an ntter rookleseness as to personal sonstquences whick
in oftem fourfol. Many boviog made immense saeriflons,
und who now feel that all ix lost, veem to delight in
wieaking their fury upon sowe unfortunato negro sol:
dine falling futo thelr hande, or uu ccoasfunai white
sirngpder (o our urmy whe e careless enough to be
taken, Onour return from this expedition tho corpes
of un ludians soldier, who liad ssparated Llmself from
Lis cotapieuy, wis found with sixteen bullet-loles tarvigh
hisbody., Asa geperal thing, bowover, tue sontiment
uf the people soemed to be one of despondescy ot the
iden of Southery indepeadonce, of weariness with the
wiir, and n willlugness o return to the Unlon rather
thin to continue o hopeless atroggle.  'Tlie rigidity of
the Conartiption ls so complete, however, that this fuel.
ing can make Uttle impression, or rather, produce litlo
regalt undcs the prosont order of things, or, In fact
until the milltary rule 5 effectually broken
up througliont the Coufederney, The Engineer to whomn
nblusion Lss slrendy been made in this epistle infurms
mo thut o Heutensnt und elx men pocowpanied cacl
train which ll'l.l*"il over the railrond on which be run,
uid no man without o pass could travel nmile. No
mon corld step off et  slation without o guard ex
amined hie pase, (nor could sny ono get on the truin
witbout the swne corvmony, Novus could pass from
one Lows 10 auother without his papers belog o order,
and even thon they wore frerutinieed with the groatust
carefilness and frequency. Ho bimeolf was not per
mitted to eruss jthe Pearl Biver st Juckson, and nfier
thi news reached there of four movenout three soidiers
were placed on the engine and tender o jnsure his
fadtlfoluoss In running the train losded with Conteder-
ute soldiers ont of the reach of Yankes bullets,

The longth of this precludes the mention of many in-
teresting Incldents which 1 would bo plad (o make
kuown, Euovgh hus, bowever, boen suld, T hope, to
remove the impression, did such exist in the miuds o
your rendors, that Bherman falled to aceomplished ny
muel o8 wis destgned on setting out. Tbelieve, and in
this I think falure events will prove the cofrectuess of
the opleios, thet althougl Selws was nob reachod, still
the very great Impottance and completeness of the
work whicl this arwy did Jo so mach beyond what was
originully calcolated on, will wzply eompensate for it
fallure to secomplish somo portion of the programme
which wus lala down upon starting.

During the entire march oecupying exactly 3 month,

thy anmy wae mainly subsisied ppon e gonmiry It

pessed through, and the traing bad no diffleulty in ob
taining o sulliciency of forage withoat deawing wpon
that with which they wore provided agbo leaving
Vicksburg,

1 caunot elose thid withant altasion to reports 1 have
conoerning redullstments going on In the Fouthern arny.

Tt nppenes that our plan of refulisting und ferkough-
ing voterans is adopted, and golog on ta n cansiderable
extent among troops of Etates insdde the Confedernte
corral, but Tenpessce, Toxas and Arkansas cen are not
giveu the aption of rednlisting, nor allowed forlonghs.
They are, in short, conseripted fur the wer und furlonghs
omfited,  The Texons are especially rompont st the
trontment, and the Ark osue men wre but Uiile, if any.
bebind them,  They swear by the strongeat Tesas and
Arknnsan outhe they kuow—and these South- Western
oinlls we all kuow don's laok suything in anetion—that,
when the tiwe of servico for wlich they originally
anlisted expires, they will o howe if o wall of Confed-
erate bayouets an high s the moon shuald interpose,

The fecling becomes daily more and more apparent
that troap tram those Stetes which are uider the mili-
tary contral of the National Government ure anxious to
destot from furtber strugele, aud return to their hotes,
and toso much of libeity and prosperty and peace as
they may obiain or be entitied to from s Government
under wideh they were protected 1o all thoso blessings,
but which for three years they have been engoped in
attenipting to destroy.

Gen, Bherman and stafl storted almost Immedlately
fur New-Orleans, and will proges] without delay to the
exeontion of combinations caliwlatod to keep the ball
maviog in this quart with ressousbio iveliness, ot of
e cxnet petars of which, even If fully advieod, the
Gaperal wonld no doubt thank e to exareiss for the

present Yecomilng tellcence, Fouremonr,

Frow Our Special Correbpindent,
VIicEssUEG, Misw, Fel, 28 1264,

Considerable eommotion exists in this ob-
noxions town to-day, covasionad by the sadden amd un-
expeeted appeuranos of the voternt hero Major-Gen. W,
T. Eherwan, The dering Vavkee eapedition into the
interior of this Kebel domain, Missdemppt, has returned
in trismph, aceompliehing ite important ohjects with
utit Lidie dosm of life.  The cutree of Gen. Bhiermat at
ni varly bour thie faeneon, eovered with dust and
accompanied by thieo or four staff offleers and two
mounted orderlies, crestnd a great sonsation among the
Seoosh, with whom 10 had beon carrently reported that
i 1ot o Balled Tiwd Tnded Bim Jow,

O W worning of Feo, 0, Gen, Skerman, with a
1 of 5,000 wes, morcked from Hle Black River.
Gon, Shorman and Gen, Hurltwie's division orosssd i
Meesonger's Ferry, fve miles above the line of the
Soutberu Ratlroad, and ten, Mol'herson's divislon at
the rollrond croslng,  Afor the entire army had
erossed pufelr, orders wore at onon givon to push on to
Natton, o small stativn ot the Baymond Junction on the
Souttern Rallroad, somoe 15 milles froto the Bigp Dlsok
River. At this potat one advance bad a lively skirmisk
with the enewmy, resulting in the killog of 12 men, and
tho wonnding of 35 Tha Hebe! loss wag much larger,
a number of thelr dead being lait on the field. General
MoPborson's iafentry forces murobed up rapldly, and
dispersed Leo's eavalry, oslimated st 0,000 mon, without
nny eorious emcounter. With bis wual cnergy, Gon.
MolUepson coutluved 1o pross them clossly, and so
Letly were the reiresting Robels pursned that, four
wiles cupl of Tholtan, Actlog Deigadies-4ion, Winslew,
formerly n Colonel of the 4ih lowa Cavalry, sucoveded
in fanking thom with a fugve of 1,400 pavalry. The
captare of thee whals foree psonad fnevitable st this

prisoners were taken

Witkout mueh opposition, the entire army marched
repdly toward Jackeon, Lec's Rebel cavelry Socing fo
the greatest disorder jo tbe dipection of Canton, &
flonrishing litle town twerty miles nurth of Juekson,
Here Aeting Teig-Give, Winslow's Cavalry closed in |
aper: the Rebel columing, copturing a largs number of
prisunoes and one plocs af nr ¥, WA pounder Par-
rotd g, togetler with n caleson stocked with ammunl.
thon, wEICh whs subsoguently used with good effect upon
the enew s lines,  The priconers laken belonged to
A palmn i and oy cavalry reginents, with a fw
menntad  infantrymen.  Jockson wes reached ou the
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hungry voldiors, Nearly every bollding in Meridian
wae destroyed gave thore which ware ocoupied, and the
smoking ruins with thetr blackened wallsand chimneys
standing as glant sentinels over the sorrowful seene,
nent a thrill of pity to the bearta of thooe whom stern
war abd military necessity ovmpellod to apply the
toreb,

It was put of the military programme for Gen.
Smith's cavalry expedition, which left Memphis, Tent,
1o operats in confunotion with Gen. Sherman's forces,
and to nnite at Meridian; and it waa the fallare of this
portivn of the plan that induced Gen, Sherman to re-
main seven days o Meridinn,  Goen, Sherman sent out
several seonting parties us far north as Louisvitle awl
Koscinzko, hoping to galn some information of Gen,
Bmith's wher y but was uoible to gather any in.
telligenee of his moyements,

A uumber of small expeditions wore sent from Merid-
Lan o difforent direetions, for tle purpose of destroy ing
whatever might bemefit the Hebeliion, Among the
places devastatod wore Eaterprise, Marlon, Quitwan,
Hillsboro, (Canton, Lake Station, Decatur, Dolton, aod
Lauderdala SBprings. At Eaterprise, the depot, two
four mills, 17000 busheln of eorn, 2000 bales of fine cot.
tea braodod (4, 8. A, two military hospitals, and seve
erzl new buildipgr conneoted with a parvle catup were
laid in ashes,

At Marion the raftroad station, woodhionse, and 6 fow
amall bulllings were burnad,  Quittann was visited, and
two flour mills, & Ane saw-muill, railrosd depot wnd other
storage bulldivgs, with several thonsand feet of tumher,
fail a prey to the fire king. At Niidshoro several stores
wore sl o fire,  Beventeon Jumaged locomoetives, sis
looomotives (a fine runuing order, & sawber of cors, aml
a tepair shop, with haod care, quantitics of sleepors. and
100l house, wors dostroyed at Cinton—all belonging o
the Misulenippl Contral Rallroad.  No privats proporty
weas wolowted or njrred at Canton, the uhabitants never
Laving Gred upom our troops.  Beyord thie depletion of
& tew unguarded ben-roosts, very Little depredation was
committed,  Gue rampant femaole sovesh dis overed b
vilo Yaukeo surreptitionsly purloining s pelr of fat
ehickens. Terribly incensed at this wantou rohbery
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FROM GEN, BUTLER'S BEPARTHENT,

The Ezpedition to Kings and Queens
Court-Eouse,

Gallant Charge on the Rebel Camp,
— ‘___-\.

TWENTY KILLED AND SEVENTY PRISONERS

The Remainder Pursued Ten NMiles,

Large Quantities of Grain, Provisions, and
Arms Destroy

-~

Longstrect’'s Corps Reported to be
in Richmond.

-
Epeciai Lieputch to The M. Y. Tribune,
WasHixotos, Mooday, Mareh 14, 1p64.
Your eorrespoudent at Fortress Monroe, who

neer; Rolert Simdon, Third Enginocr: Engene Mack,
b ind Engiueer;  Robure Wilkon, Cuptain's Clerk;
Heury Wetwore, Surgeon’s Siewerd; Edgar  Pick
ering, Coprain's Sgawanil

Also wtilved, seven officors of the blogkad runnes
Don, eaptured by the United States stoamer aquot,
Maroh 4,

Also nrrived, ilree ofticers aund three passengors of
the blockade ranuer Beotia, and Thomas Wallsce of the
captured steamer Moy Ann,

The North Carolinn Tiuer of March 8 says:

A hounty of 4N is ofered to cll Jogal North Caroli
ninze who will enlist juto the Union ranks,

Duff €, Green of Wilmlugten has invented a process
fir spinning cotton withont carding,

A rewand of 850,00 Is offered fur the arrest of the
partica whi sot firo to a ot of votton burst in Wilming:
ton, on the 1Eth of Vebruary.

The following ia n lixt of the deaths fn the Balfouy
General Tlospital st Portamor th, Vieginin:

Joa, Bauman, 5th Ollo, divd Jan, 1; Duvid
58 Ohio, iied Ja. 3; Chas, Mircheil, 1ith N, v
Feb, *; Cline, Drosser, 20 Mase., died Foh, 6. Bl An.
f“m“. 1ith .\‘._\'..die-ll-‘ L. o8 Elbridee Harridan,
2 Mase, Arl, ddied Feb, 29 Tuoa, Wescoit, 115th N,

¥ . diesl Miich 1y Jool Hulve, th N, J., died Marel £,

Chiewnpense Mospitsl—W oo, Burps, 1501k 5, Y., dled
Jan Lh. Wm, Blonoy, sth Coun., Feb, 9,

Hampicn General Hoapital— Andrew Sohultz, 31 Pa.
Act., died Jun, 3 Thos, Savage, 19th Wis, Fos % W,
H. Burnos, 215t N, ¥, Feb. %, Sam. Heuderson, 24 N,
C. Cav., Feb, 13, Edw'd Jerome, 1488h N, V., Feb. 205
Martio Gets, 3 Pa. Ast., Mapch 1; M. 8, Lyou, wh
Conn,, March U; Geo, Ainsie, 148th N, Y, h 6
Geo, W, Mugon, 5th Mioh., March 9, Jaa, Oberholiser,
dn Pa, Art., oh &

Fourniss Mowzor, Marel, 19, 1664,

All letters to be sent south of the Univi lines
by * fag-of-truce,” whather dircoted Lo prisoiers of weg
or others most be marked on the outor vavelope: - Flag.
of-trneo,”

All requests ta send letters forward, &0, nte unneees-
sary, as ail letters ot eanform to tho publisned rules,
will be forwarded.

Tho stenwer 5. R Spaulding sailed for Beaiort this
afterneon,

N WO .

Prohibition ngninat Writing Lettirs cons
tainiug Military Information—Mucrons.
ful Kaxpeditionns,

Newnewy, N. C., Tucsduy, March 8, 186,
Soldiers and irresponsible persons, who have
been writing for helr 6wn amusement, Lave wmals the
fullowine vory proper order necessary :

necompunied the Wistar and Kilpatrick raid, sonds the
following:

Gen, Butler learning that the Sth and th \"Il‘-.'.'nlul
Cavalry, with a largo foros of armsd eltissns, were in
the vicinity of Kings ol Queras Conrt-IHouee, fm-
midintely dlspateied an e ped tion from Yorktown tine
der command of Gon, Wistar, wod with whiel Gen,
Rilpairick sod a portion of s command sssayed to co-
opeaate,  This Kebal foros was aswertained to ine twelys

nnd pross violation of thorighia of permonal peuperty,
she made a bold onslanght, but T regret o sy that all
her expostulations failed to eopvinee the demesrniiand
and huugry “macsdl” that he was sinning, for ke re-

erashod, {1t takis every chloken In Minsdasippl™ The
dour was siummed to with violunes, und the euraged
ferninine retired disgusted with ~ Yankee” habits, to
wmourn over tho loss of her plump pair of ehlekens,

Our troops ruised sud huvoe with the Mobile and Ohlo
wiel the southern pailrond lines, inflicting such damege
an o wllion dellars vaunot repair,  The Boutharu road
wis tora up, rails twisted, sl sieepers burnt from
Juekson to twenty miles rast of Meridian to Cuba Sta-
Pt Tl Mobile mied Olibo ronl wis destroyed fur 56
miles, extonding from Quitman to Landerdale Springs,
Five voslly bradges were totally destroyed; the one
spanning the Chicknsawlay River waa 210 fect long
with trestlework which required four mounths hurd
labor of hundreds of mechanios to construct it. Tt was
& substantial, covered bridge. The bridges over Octokic
bacah, Aligator, Tallasha, and Chunky Rivers were
also burned. Om the Ith, Capt. Footer, of the 10th
Missourt Cavalry, recelved [ostruetlons to make n raid
on Lake Statlon, seventesn miles from Hillsboro, wml to
destzuy all proporty svailable for the Rebels. Two
hvery stablea, soverad machine-shops, thres lucomatives,
water-tank, tii etable, 35 ralroad cars, enginehouse,
two suw mills, snd thousands of dollars worth of lumber

woere eatsumed, spiriia of terpentine from the Signal
e =i smatecbally be the raphd destrastlen of 1l

buildingn

Diseaiir was entersd on Wi 12th of Febraary, where
some (hirty boildings wers burned,  Decatur ia the
county seat of Newton County. ‘Lhe 16th Army Corps
Gen, Hoihart, enteped Moridian on the 14th of Febru.
ary, Just [ thine tawltness the Lurried departure of Goo.
Haldwin's Kebel brigade on g epecial traln for Mobile.
A fow shells went hissing aftor the train, but we could
ol Tearn of any damage tesuliing from them,

About two miles east of Decatur, & party of 40 or 4!
Lotwels bt sekvd oae of our trains, killlng 17 moles, The
guard populied thom, killing Bve, and capturing threo

Ligudred strong, sod tho snme that ambuibied aud killed
Col. Dihilgren. .

Gea, Kipatiiok Ieft Gloucester Polut an Tuesdny
nlght in charge of the cavelry, sud was ordered to

phied, © Madam | this accursed  Rebeliion must be | geont Glosed ater Connty 10 the poith and east as far us

Dragon Biver, aud drive the voomy up the Petilusils,
while Wistar Luaded Lisforces by transports on Wedpes-
duy wt Siepberds warehouse, six miles above West
Puint, ou the Mattapony, with the purposs of heading
off their retreat awd cherging thelr front aml renr.
Owing to & whapprehension or disobodicnen of Gen,
Wistar's ordess, however, Gen, Kilpatrlck warelod
direct to West Pulnt, whore Le arrived sbout the same
tune with Gen, Wistar,

A einall cavalry foree was then dispatelied to New
market, and the lnfantry and artiliery moved oul os far
a4 Littie Plymouth, while Kilpatrick scouted across the
Drogon River aod tided to cross at Ol wnd New
iridge, but coulid wot, ewing to the swollen s1ate of the
stresm. Our forces then moved down through the
vounties of Kings and Queens, Middlusex and Giouees.
ter, making many captucen and destroying large quune
titlow of wupphies. Kings and Queens Conrt- Honse was
destroyed, und when near Carroliton’s Store, Col. Um-
derdouk, commundivg the Ist N, V. Mounred Kitdes,
and Col. Spear of the Lith Penusyivanie Cavairy, onme
npon tho lookad-for Hebel foree of cavalry aud eitizens.
This was in the midst of a severe rain storm which had
bevn pouring all day, and the mud was kneedeep. yob
the foo was gallantiy eharged, dispersed, and chased

HeADQUARTERS ARNY AND DisThicT oF Nosen CAnntiva,
NEWBERN, N, L., Magch T, 104

Grxerat Orona No, %6.—lotmnstion biazardots 1o e ine
tepven of e ary sl of @ oaie e o bensfit tie ey beving
Besmnn bt pab b, aoed Lnstaziens of s regdimnulaion Jod miss
nl&dvlﬂ‘ul-h!q irluv ve r-rnrr:d. it 44 orderod that vo eosnasks
catlon b fasilebed bor pitboation 'n newspe i Northera
Seatoa by i b Novth Carolina ol ber II,".'ll.f:u wn horiged
s abiall havo reglstervd their uauws sl thove
#ta el they pro eonteibuiors st these beeds
Sl wiels wili be Bield to w staiet peapunsibiticy for

¥ Ay wrine.
] ey G V0K,

L e

Hye annid of
N7, 1, Fosrmn, Ase, Adj. Gen.

Er

Official . Jas. 5. Moy ry, Acidig Aldude Camp,

HEADYUARTRES AMRY AND (18T, OF NORTH L AROLINA,
oud, Mach 2, Lowb

Nawn
Uuxznar Ononne No, M.—Lhe Commanding General jo
gratilied ot belug enabled to wnnounce wother in the seri=eof
1l i sl aniisy, projected oy Hrige
trict of the alivcassle
1 pt. Mylauglim coms o olingl
of injaniry vuger Liout. Lelm, | Poan.
L oo tho BN of Felriary v o wags diclou w
i v, where o bl of goetrlise, wadvr cutimand of
l‘.;l Spencwr, wos guarie sl
CThe caiap was ar e, e greny wnd stors sosvred wnd
the whole eompauy taken pricinces withoot luss npon ouf

.

The affalr was conducted In a severs smow storm, cnd re
Berts muel ersdls opon the offierrs and pen conee el

By voroniand of Mejor-enensd Yeck,

Bexgarrx B, Forrem,
Avasinnt Adputant U

Officiad: Jas. 8 MoVer, Acting All-be-Curnp,
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FROMTHE ARNE OF TUE POTONMAC

R
Accident to the Mall Tralu-—-Etoveral Sele
diers Lujured,

HraDQUASTENS ARMY OF Tk POTOMAG
Monday, Murch, 14, betd,

An acoident occurred to the mail train on the
Oraoge aud Alexandrin Raliroad this evening, a fow
miles noith of Rraudy Station, caused by the glving
way &f & brase on o frolght car, which threw tho ear
from the track, cowpleely dewolishing one and badly
damaging the othegs. Thero were soma hogses in the
car whioh was destroyod, bub they esvaped wich olighs

e e 'y Yy mrred
and seveuty wounded and taken prisoucrs,

The remuindor made goold thelr esenpe by recrossing
he river into Kiog Wiliam Coanty.

Our entire force comprised the 45th, &th and 204 17, §,
colored, the Ist N. Y. Mounted Rides, the 1ith Penn-
sylvania Cavalry, parts of Hart's nad Belgers batteries,
and sotue M0 o Kilpateick's Rivhmond raiders, The
ouly orgnnleed; Kelwl foree encountered wreea the St
wnd Sth Vieginos Cavaley, baving, bowever, mnny |
mounted and armed, thongh uaitormed eitizens in their :
ranks, who elaimed to bo pon combistants.

Nope of our i were jured. Gen, Sherman, with

weendig of Ped 5o Gel, MePleraon st onve ordered
the sentlatt Bl Missourt Cavaley Reglment (o soure
the Labwl pontoat Liridgs aeross Poard River
Fronoh, the RBebel ofticer, hsd oronsed this bridge hat n |
Tow mitnenta in advanes of our cavilry, and n lurge
watg of Kelwls wore bosily engoged in destroylog it
when the sudden appearance of the hrave and doter
mibid Missourluns cansed them to beat n precipltate |
vitrent, A mmlir of Diele men embenced this favors i
ble opped butitly Lo desert (o our Loes, teiliog un doleful
sturben of the demoratiadion of the socalled Confod
erutin,  The bridpge was saved, and the next day our
troapa fonnd this Retel ponteon Liridee convenient for
croaing Pearl Biver,  Gen, Shermun ordered the ad
vusee to proceed to Braudon, some twalve miles distant, .
srriving there Sundey focn, mecting with but elight |
resistance on their marel,

At Jackson, some twenty bulldings were destroyed
Ly the elaves in potaliction for the inhaman crunities
perpetzated upon them by their Kobel masters. At
Brandon, rhpilar sconca  wero witnessed, and (e
vutesged bondmen wnd  bondwomon  rovenged the
brutality of those they ouce were compelled Lo eall
muslers,

From Drandon the expedition moved en to Morton,
o mall village depot on the Southern Railroad, whero
te dopot and outbulldiogs were specdily consumed by
firs. Ouly o few buildings wero burned st Brasdon hy
the troops, the go-cnlled Confedorate Goversment uot
veoupylog mauy. ‘There was, bowever, overy evidonoo
that Brundun was shortly to bo a supply dopot of
courldorable importance, largo quantities of stores
havirg bien ramoved at the news of our approach,

Gen, Larlug, with bla demorallzed army, orossed
Pear] Biver on the Sth of Febiroary, st Madbon Croes-
ing, and formed o junetion with Geu, French, tho two
forces amounting to 1,90 men,  Gen, Sherman felt
quite confident the enemy would make w stand at this
stronge position, but onr sconts soon bronglht the amus-
ing inteligence that the Nobels wrere in full retreat on
e Hillsloro roud.  The couse of this change of base,
we learned fvoin & deserter who eutered our lnes, wos
the supposition that Gen, Sherman was endeavoriog to
tank them via the line of the Soathorn Rallroad.  Col,
Winslow, eommanding o brigade of covalry, consisting
of the 4th Towa, 6th Wisconsin, 1ML Missouri, and 11th
Dlnels, chised thy envsy to® Meridlan, capturing and
willing quite a number,  Our cevalry oocapied the town
wn Foh 14, and remained there seven days, destroying
fhe State Arsenal, whioh wis Glod with damaged fire-
arms and immense quantities of ammunition of ull
Kiuds, together with a large supply of copper and lead.

Gen. |

tho furnitore bad boen removed, it being the intention
of Gen. Sherman to destroy sothing exeopt that which
might be paed by the Rebel Goverzment, The State
Arsennl was stooked with yaluable machinery for the
mannfacture aod e of smaliarms and !
joris  of orduance sberes, the destruction of
'which will prove a eetiuns blow to the
enomy. ‘Twelve extensive Government sheds, o large
bulldiog ealled the Soldlera Tlome, and & numher of
Lospituls and warchouses, Siled with miscellaucous mil*
ftary stores, Were set on fire and totally destroyed.
Two largo grist-wllls were likewlse burned. afier our
nrmy Lad ground  sufficient supply of corn weal,
I'wonty thousand bushels of corn fell into our hands,
and wag speedily couvgried imto opru-vakes for the

o Ragednde and iborton Hotels wers dusatroyed after | poo]

| has

twoof Bis statf Were In @ perilons condition st this |
e, wnd it wan foared the cutire party would Le sur |
ronnded Ly the goerrillas,  They eacapod, bowever, aud |
joluod their commund, soie four miles distant, withoat |
il eRtabiok, |

Gen, Cgooker, commanding the 4l Division, 1514
Army Corps, deserves gront erwdit for the effecinal |
wasuer in which he distroyed Euterprise and other |
pliacos, and fur the diseipiing be maintued smong his |
troupe, ].un-u-:.li:rg Jaw lereness or pilliu.'y ol privat |
property. ]

’ |

It in impossible to state with uny degeee of necuracy |
the exaet Joss of elther nrmies, 1o reporis hasuy ey
mede ufy to the present tioe,  Staff ofifoors estimate
that our loss in Killed und wounded will not exee :4‘||I
men, with about 100 eaptured.  The eaptured men woye |
taken to Mobile, The el loss in killed and wonnded
I much greater, thelr Josn by desepilon and eapture
belng estimated at over . Amang tha prisoners are
Lisat, Tomlinsan of the Rebel Prig Gen, Forguson's
stalf and Liout. Winn, tho Rebel conseription offleor mt
Jackson, Tho deserters who focked to our lines in
squads report s universal feeling of diesatisfaction in
Bishop Poli's army, and the renegade Biakop has pubs
lely proclalmed his izability to restruln Lismen from
{nsubordination aud desertion,

Th Mobile and Ohio Road, which waa so thoroughly
destroyed, was oonellered by englnoers to bo tha finest
bullt road in the United Stales, costing 830,000 per
mile. Tt was Lailt prineipally by Englsh capitaliste,
and George Peabody, the London banker, owned sey-
el thousand shaces, The destruction of this road witl
preveat the Rebels from reduforcing Mobilo by rall, end
effsctuelty cuts off the fertile region of country in
Northern Mississippl from which the Rebels derived
immense anhetstence supplics, The weather was moat
propitions for such a hold movemant, il notwithetand,
ing the femule Secossionists prayod loud and long for
riin as soon ne they heard of our troops crossing the
g Rlack, vet the clomonts falled to wage awar agalnst
this j.-.m:ﬂlt'll!u crusade into the vitaly of the enemy's
country, Such a strong influcnce has Gen. Sherman
over his brave men that but very little straggiing was
ohsoryable. although the expedition marchod over 400
miles in o4 diys,

Tin thuurand slaves wers liborated from ernel bond.
wgre, nnil o fall brignde of athletio colored troops will im-
medintaly be organized, The slaves form a most mourn.
ful ouriesity, with their loernted backs, brandad fuces,
and 1agped germents.  Such a betorogencous sollection
of bumgnity was M“ﬂ never botore gathered to
pother, They embrace hoth soxew of evers shado of
complenion, wnd vary inage from one mouth to 10
yours, The simple tules of horror which injured-

Jie i Tate, are snilielent to ohill the blood «of the
most stoleal,  Coosa River is the present Rebol line of
difense, and it s irted  that they are strongly in-
trepened on the east bank of the river. The 15th Army
Caorps lost about § men killed, and 32 wounded,

Gon, Sherman left hore this evening on the gmnhoat
Diann wo bold i consultation with Admiral Porter, who
pone to Nutebes, There are rumors of Gen, Sher-

man vissing Gen, Banks at New-Orleans on Loportant
military matters,  The publio may rest assured that
Chen. Sherman will maintuin bis repatation for prompt. |
uerr anid cnergy, and bofore many weeks have eln
the reverberation of his guos will again disturb the re-
poss of the slumbering Rebiels. He ta i rostloss, uncon-
ditionsl trumn. tiwnnd—u' hewmdmh
and Copper 8, anid o ter of potup n in . |
The I{r':c.h lﬁ‘r 1:1:1. Hui‘ &.?Jper:ln-dlp::u ‘I‘::mﬂ{n
Lroo, ve him, and our loyal people ought to fully o
e the services of this war-worn hero, s
1 shall torward & cuBplele Lst of casualtics at tLe

On this rald, largs aroants of graln, provisions, grms |
ote., wore destzoyod,  One mill B1ed with oorn helong: |
Ingg tor the Bth Virginia Cavalry was burned.  Several of
Len's soldiors at ome on reerultivg servige were enp-
turedd : two Unlon offi

ieers pecently escaped from  Liliby
Prison were reseuedd, and one of Longstreet's mon eape
tnreds  He report’s Lonpstrect’s corps as now jn Rich.
o, wod Likely to remuin there for the presont,

Our forees et ened on Saturdoy wid Sunday o York
town, withoot the loss of u man, and but very few
Lisrses, s Bl olgeets of the expedition were as fully
accnplished o8 was possible witer the failure of kil
patrick to kesp the route sasigued him, The enomy was
soverely panishod for the death und brotalities perpe-
trted upon Col. Dablpren, aud Gien, Wistar s Lighly
compitmented for the succrssful terniluution of bis expe:
Ao, Mo respmics command agaln to-day st York'
oW,

iy
The Colored Cavalry Fight near Saffolk--
Uuwr Foree Ouinumbered —-A Brave and
Galtnut Muuggle—Tue Bebels Ohliged
to Retvent— Oecupation of Muflolk.
Fonrurss Moxeok, Saturdar, Mareh 12, 1864,

On the 9th inst., nn advanes was made ou Suffulk by
the 2d Colored Cavalry, Col, Coln,

(ol Cole, with seven companies, advasoed om the
Sgntherton road, Liout.-Col. Pund, with two companies
in mivanes, aud Licat. Soyder, with otio company, on
the South Quay road. Licut, Snyder first cucvuntered
the enemy, consisting of Kansom's entiro brigadoof io-
fantry, covalry, and artillery, Lieut. Soyder seot a
sourier to Col. Cole, who went to his assistance, and
met the enemy ot Suffolk, where a severo fight of an
Lour's duration) wok place, Col. Cole shot the comi
mander of the Rebel cavalry, and attempted to cover
the retreat of Lieut.-Col, Pond; but the enemy, with
thelr superior nnmbers, intercopted bim, forcing him to
revire nerossfthe Jericho Canal, whor Lo reurganised,

Lient.-Col. Pond onme up the Southerton road, attuck-
{zg tho enemy in the rear, while Col. Cole attacked
them in front, and thus they cut thoir way through the
ouemny's ranks, saving the oommand.

Desarters say the enemy had 67 killed,  Our lozs was
o0 killed, wounded, and missing. Lieut, Van Lew of
the 24 Colored Cavalry was killod,  Lieut.-Col Foud
tiad his borso shot under him,

QOur men bohaved most conrageonsly, Tlenjamin
Hust, bugler of Co. A, went into the fght, kiliing sove
esul of the enomy,

Lo voemy retreated, and are now acrosd the Black-
water, fonring our reénforoements, which promptly ar-
rived at Suffolk, nuder Gen, Hackuan.

Qur forces now hold poessesion of Suffolk,

R PR
‘Phe OMcers of the Lost Peterholl—AMaire
in North Carelinn—Deuths in Hospitnl
at Portrmouth,
FokTRE<8 Moxnoe, Saturday, March 12, 1801,

The steamer S, R, Spaulding, from Beanfort,
N. €., on the 10th inst,, arrived last night, brivging tho
aflicers of the United States stoamer Petorioff, sunk of
Wilmiugton, March 6, by s oollision with the steamer
Monticello, The names of the oflcers arrived Lere nro
s follows;

Thomaa Plokering, Aoting Lieutenant Commanding;
Curtis Medmwas, tor amd Ex. Otticer; L B Boye,

Assistant Surgeon: A. Q. Kroge, Fosign and Sailing
Master; Johin Milder, Cllef Engineer; W, Fitzsln-

carlicat moment,

wois, Beyund Evgiueer; James Yarren, Third Engi-

The mall car was thrown down a slight st imen,
mnhiog w onplete summerssuit and theewiug the madl
enrriers myl others in the car into a pile from tio froag
to the back part, they falling fortunately u o luiyge plle
of newspapers and wall bugs, which suved them from
worlous bigury, Some of them bad thought of jumping
from the vars, but fortunaiely changed their minds, a8
if they bad done 80 soe of thom would surely bave
bowi Willod; we it wes they escoped with slight bruises,

sSeveral soldiers were moro or loss injured, wnong
whow were 8. D, Houebtelin, 2th N. Y., one of the
piati! on the train, who wes budly wousded iu the hand g

| T, W, Alareh, slightiy, J. G, Cramp, sisghtly, Sergt.

lead, dlight!ly, Jolu Mathews, slightly—all of the 3d
Indians Covalry—and W, Rubin, 4th New.Vok Cave
wlrey, eovetely ; also, Lictlefield, in the bund, A negre
niwod Denuls Pase, belongivg to the Comutiasary
Diepastment, was stauding on a platform, it b seid, and,
falling between the cars, was instantly killed, his
hoad being severed from Lis body, and otherwise hor-
ril'y mutiated, A nomber of others received sliglt

lisJarles, but the above are ull who required wedical aid,

The train at the time was going at o rather slow ruto
of agead, otherwise the comscquences would bave bean
more eerious,  Anacollent oveurred un Sutinliyto s
frelght tradn neer the same place, coused by & hand-cax
bering left on the track aod the enginecr ranning inte §t,
throwing some cars from the track wnd lojuriug o half
dozen soldiers, altheugh vone seriouly, Gen. Meade
returned to the army to-day; his hoslth secms to be ex-
cellent, and the reports in regand to Lis resigunivg ure
aaid to be without foundation. A mewber of the %Id
New-Yark, o sergeant named Rappel, was arrested to-
duy for ultering digloyal sentimesnis, aud will be tried
by Court Martial,

[
The Health of €en, Meade.
Wasamoros, Monday, Mazeh 14, 1864,

The National Intellygencer of this morming soyss

* Rumom, evidently foanded upon misappebersjun,
having obtuined currenioy, to the etfiet n'.':f'ln " hralﬁ:
of Ghen, Meade bad becoms so much ins;ll;::ad us to
tduce bis resiguation of the conioand of the Army of
the Potomae, and having gone so far as to desiznate his
successor, we are bappy 1o bo ahle to state, e we doon
uF authority, that this distinguished offioor has cu-
tirely reeoverid from Lis pecent tudisposition, nud that
he e never entertsived the remctest fulention of re-
tiring fiom a position in which, we may wbl, he has
seouresd tho soutidosen of the eouotry awd the Ay,
oud where Le has earsed such o bigh wiltary rep-

u“"'qfltnln.! rocent visits of Gen. Meade to thig rity, as wo
anderstand, bave been for the purposo of consultation,
anl t glve testimony befors the Comtittes on the Con-
duet of the War, and not in view of auy cuntemplated
separition from his commuand. Ho was expecied to
retirn this morniog to the army.”

The Chronicle says Gen. Wadsworth loft this eity
for Fortross Monroo yosterday, with orders from the
Wer Department to stop all the exchangrs of prisoners
upon the basis receatly acted on by tho Robels, by
which oue hundred Rebel pri are exchangnd for
every seventy-five of ours in posaession of the Lebel
anthoritics, Gen, Wadswortih Las been instruoted to
state that mo were pri will bo exchaneed
upon the prisciple of man for mag, and thas,
out regurd Lo calor.

oo, with-

The Situntion in South-East Miseuri.
S1. Lovis, Monday, Murob 14, is04.

Gen, Fiske, the commander of tha Di< xi t of
St, Lon®, bae just returned from @ tour of inspoction in_
South-East Missourl, Ho reports that numerous
of guerrillas have boen committing depredations in that
section ond North-Enstern Arkansae, and that some
bands aro preparing for oxtensive operations in the
Spring.  Stringent meagures will be immediately taken
to drive out or destroy all such bands, and establish law
and order throughout the Departmont.

Gen.Sully, who s preparing an expodition agninst the
Sicux Indisss, under Gen, Pope's orders, has arrived
Lisra,

Pwo iron-elad turret boats were launched at Caron-

delet ou Jatumiay.



